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Till INTRODUCTION OF ke Ks
MI asakon K 2650 wells most of the story
The motorcvile rress Wik invited 1o
the Boaneville Salt Flats lor u day an full
Kz 650 speed. Clocks don’t lie, 30 it follows that

kawasak) had nothing e hede

: 5 . When the eager reporicrs amved. they
B1'g Z's Little Brother . u wow of bikes parked on ihe sall
PECRS a ?m punch There were no relerence points, mothing

in a 500 Package

hint at sise of scale. With one voice, the
[rress mkod. Why arc all (hose K900k
hire”™ Where are the new bikes!™

The KZ650, then, looks mighty like the
B 00 1000,

Wiith Ei’lﬂd Teas "1:"||:1.1.|.I|n1 Firmis phis
per by bullding one thng and bailding i
will: Huosky wins woild titdes with mdio
croms fucers and sells (he resulis 1o privaie
partics, BMW refines The Gienileman's
Express in a variety of siges and all goes
well

Wilhin the Big Four, it sn’t s simple. A
factory miming for & fair shiee of the: mass
market must offer someiling for aearly
evervbody, For leader Hondi. (hat's &
maiter of whipping oml an XL, 2 Gl
aniviber sort of P50, newrly on & daily basks
The smaller major, though, must plan

Vhat can they baild® Whai does the pub-



I want® What can we bhuild for them that
woi T Burd what we plready buld® I Ya
maha has & nkfly thiy can
combine performamce and wurng mio o
shafl ||.r|'.-.; I|J|:'-.h|r"' Fniple, Suz ki can do

comimier

someting completely diferent, a hne of

foprstmokes tapped by o road-bumming 750
Foir which literally sends Honda back 10
the drawing boands

Mo, Kawasaki rules the rocketships:
The Z1/KZW00/KZ 1000 i the standard
urininst which other 1-1||l-l..'lf'4l.1.'- ard meds
'.l-ll..'-l!_ while also hni !LI-IIl,' the ||-|1!.' haul
riclers

Their other stzect molorovcles mclode o
idy and r'-|'.||,1u_;1! 'l for pew and edon-
omv-minded fiders und a bigyer Twin for
those wishing more power i the classic
minde

Whist Kawasaki didn’t have was o sport-
ing roadster. They needed a model wnh
ITasTe power and handling than the KZ400
whitle it couldn’t be 100 big and fast or it
would pull business From the B2 1000, The
trick was 1w cosh moon the big hanger's
mystigue, pulling rders. up from the
K400 and away from the vamous Honda
Fours, Suruks Threes and Fours, ete. Thas
the relatively rare engine deplacement of
650 cc. Loty of clubic space belween thilf
and 1000 cc, and o wav to offer 730 perfor-
mance in o 300 package at o 300 price.
Scenathle thinking every step of e wily

Litike commeni i required nbout styls
The KZ650isn™ 30 much siyvled as it is
directly derved from the KZ 1000,  Per-
h.ur- because af the snte reduchon, the
ETpeasion s ong ol i Molorey'e le Bt tas o
price. NMor was the finish impressave. Sut-
fice it to say the hullder need not expect 1o
dazale the .|||.\. s bl

he engine Those who think the Suruki
GSTS0 enmine looks Bke o K2 1000 should
s the KA63), Obwiocusly oul of the same
mirhd. Al the Samé bme, no W peeces are
exnctly alike. Evervthing in the 630 Four |s
common only oL Bore, stroke. height.
widhh, size of the transmission ERILIR and
such are all smaller and in the same ap-
proximate rotio

There dre three major L:I;'\:Fn duf-
ferentes. The 650 gses plam beanngs for
the main amsd connechimg rod hearnings.
Flain bearings and cranks are much
cheaper o produce, sorvice and reploce
Iheir use here B somethimg of an innova
Eedifi "

1Ry

h-;l_.n.l.lu_' r:|:||-!|'r-".'n||;: I'I|.:||-.::I"\.- h.:'l.'t.'
sinyed with mller bearmgs long after the
resl of the warld swiiched 1o plain insens,
this. on the grounds that high mevs mngd
limited Oil supplics required the elaboraie
rollers and: pressed-together crunks. With
s !1'JF.|1|UI" destroved. look for other
factories w use plain bearings

Primary drve in the 650 (s by Morse Hy-
Vio chas rathes than gears. The chain s
quiet amd clbcient

Ihe shims lor valve clearince ndjosts
ments are benenth the cain followers,
while the trend i o shims which are par
ol 1he followers or are above them. Ka
LERS Jh| engineers Al this is NEErance, h,"\"u

worty al the mgh revs desipned imio the
650, They add thar they've provaded latl-
lude lor clearance vornabons, so il vouo
must remove the cams to make the adjust.
ments, youonly need w do it every 360080
miles or so. Fair enbugh

Riawiisak’s design pouls sHowed some
laketude also m the 650 seate Of tune

Oh. Because the Kaw ;1f=.lkl. 550 and the
SiiFuki both and
different. and becooye they're aimed o
musch the same market
compare them

Okay. The KL650 i suppesed (o pamp
T500¢  of e from a 6350 engine, The
Strzuki powl s 000 cc perlormance Lrom a
FA0 I follows that because adding power
Bere means king power from there, the
KZ will hove heen ixken 1o less extremes
Figuratively speaking the G570 power
curve I concive: the higher vou go, the
stecperit et The K&G curve 15 convex:
COTREs On wlFa.":I'.l:_‘ and 1.:|r\i'r~ as the revs rse
I he carburelod valve sire, poTLs.
villve timing, ¢fc., are chosen 1o give good
power at ull engine specds, I the 630 has
loss panwear I|1.1r| N coold have, the ¢n
pincen miended that and it hasn™ huen
'pu:n'ums.m..q; i LT

Obviously there can be no nfalhble
predictions as 10 long bfe or bullegproot-
ness fhis early. But secing as how Ka-
wisiki's R&D men modilied a 630 and ran
i o o class record ol Bonneville—1 ||ﬂ"a|'-|l
and I.|'||l|'|i.'n.’ amid that they're running a
drag like m the |2s wrmng the engme

TS50 are few, similas

ith hard not o

silfe

Test

2,000 rpm 1o do it and conmdenng (hal
when thes ||"|.I1'L|1.1 |:||.|'|..‘ I|'.|.' '!'l:-ln; 1 the '\_||I
flatx, our fepresentative fan the thing wide
ppen S0 rpm. Tor ive miles and nothimg
complimed, sife w0 suy the 650 enging
gIves cvery sagn of '..'I'Ih[f.lh.l]'lllir!.

KZ£630 frame and suspension Ere
basically conventional. The carly Z1 had
more engine than frame, so (o -.|14::L1 and
ihe faciory has been improving the frame
ever smee, Lo makmg il stronger and
wiffer. The 650 benofited from this pro-
gram and has good stout gussers and
Praces, indeed uses lurger tubing in some
places than the K2 1000 does.

At 55 in, the wheelbase = -on the short

side. Thes s an ofd queston. Chher things
being equal, the lonzer the wheelbase, the
casier o keep the bike in' o striighs ling
The shorter the wlheekbase, the more nim
ble the hike i aroond (e, With wheel
b r!t..'l.-:d the enpneers-then chose a
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steering head .:nglc i led the stable hike
steer and the nimble bike po straight. The
Suruky (iS750 has a wheelbase three
inches bonger, thin the 650°s, while both
BiSE A \1'l;|.:fllﬁe head .lI'IL.J-f ol 27° off werii-
cal. (Fot Turther companison, the K2 1000
is longer, with a 3%in, wheelbose wnd has
ome degree less rake.) Anvway, and despile
knowing that the GST30 is designed mone
[ior |||uring than 5 the KRIEHG5L we can
expedl ihe Swrakl 30 excel noa stradght
linie snd 1bve K650 w enjoy being pitched
through curvies

Al Include welht i thi equation
The 630 is oughly 15 Ih. lighter than the
(5750 Weaght affects what 2 molormcycle
disew: gven more. (L aflfects how & mOolorey-
cle feels

Speaking of conventional, the K650
his wire wheels, diso brake m front, drom
in the regar and [ Towe-nlo-1%o exhaust
system, of which we ure secing many af
present. Like the other production Fours
and unlilke the Hooker system testod- dlse-
wherein this [ssuc the K2 65 lavout :l'l.lliw-
the wylinders on the bass ol locaton mther
than timed eabauss pulses

Wi neod o better word for the other
items ot the KAGSD S standard equipment
list. Terms like gimmick and gadger have o
criticed tome and apparently there are
many people who welcome certaim exiras
Yamiha provides a thumbniil-size com-
|\u1_|:|: b L ol weosiir tarn 'Llr._'_l|.||'~. Suzuki
given you red imstrement lights and digatal
indwsirors for gearan use, and Kowasaki
provides o panel light o tell you the brake
light s om, and & switch o cancel the
starier button unless the cluwh lever as
rhu!l._l,'] i, All of them clever, and none of
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them things a motereyele really needs

The abuve pretty much describes whal
the KF650 i, and why. Time mow lor what
1t dboes

KEawasaki's adveniong campaiga bas
hecome something ol a i1rnh|.|:rrl e hal
the headlines speak of oulperformng xil
the 750 on the market. This becime
blurred with the arrival of the GST50, as
Kawasakl personnel suddenly becime
heen on defining performance as o blend
of various attributes, Ride comiont, han-
dling. miles per gallon, in short, u list of
-|_||.|:,||tl'u."-_ sOome ol '-l-||.::. |'| ang \1I.flll.'l.'1|'h-l.'
Ciee, Al thias time we thowght performuance
oiater of elipsod Wmes lar ihe
'."..|JI1||I!||'_ ~|n.|||.n.'l mile

A shamie we gol hooked onthis, For the
lirst thang, the EZ6E0 s damned q'ln-.h. {40
A 6501, orw T30, or any matorcyele wath any
displiceinent. An elipsed time of 1319
seoonds puts the K650 in {nsl company

Was A

irletd

Took
K Z 1000 needs o have ss power controbled
with the cluich or the orgue gods up m

some praclice, though. The

smoke. The GS750 neods cluich shp and
high revs because 11 doesn’t have sorplus
liriguie

The KZ650 hus some orque, bol o
strpliss. You can hght the tres Yo can
hog the engine And you cun ol hiook the
power hard to the ground nad because the
kike s shon, U Comme s thie Teone wheel, i
cidmes up just cnouph
weight iy doing maximum good and the
Ln;_||1-: i% on the cams exactly right, it's
gonna be a good . IF the wheel reslly
comes LIP, bucking ol is the only selution

Be thint as il may b, the KZ650 will ran

mcaning all the



with the wverage 750 And our tesl, a8
carelully contmofied ms we can mike i,
ahows e slighily shower time for the KZ630
than fur the Sueuki G570

In real life; one is seldom called upon to
enghpe 6 sich cimtests o spetd, s of
mofe trae vilae here i that the K268,
being uned for brisk performance rather
than blazing power, is smooth and delight-
ful ar all speeds. Winter sturis can ba an
annovunce because the ratio ol ennich.
ment vi Gistier idle seems hiased in behall
ol enrichment. ¥ou can’l speed o up with:
out choking it down,

For the rest, there are no Tat-spois. af
even weak spots. The 650 is strong all the
way b redline. There's €r 1o
withioun nudin&: downshilt -although
shifhing down help. The H50 & re.
markably smooth below S0 rpm. Thi
mirrors are clear as glass, a trail 4o mre wo
had 5o think hard before realizing what
was ditferent. Over § thow, they burz into
uselessness. That will either be ha draw-
back or i will subiract the mirrors when
yiru need them most, depending on rider
siyle.

Nisiae level is Jow. There is not muach
exhaust note latke hum i alo quiet.
Mastly the sound s & mix of peans and
pipes and chain and tires. Oddly, the sum

o 1his 81 40-50 mph is enough woseem as if
there's unother gear lelt w go. From 53
mph up fo normal highway cruising with
tealfic, L. G0-T0, ihe noise i somehow befi
behind and the loudest sound 2 the wind
whistling areund your helmel

The KZ630 chutch b the KZ 1000 cluich.
miitus-twio plites. More than enough Tor
the wask. Stmooth, oo, with i nicely pro-
gressive engagement, The entine driveirain
15 the sume. This beginy with the primary
drive, Gear-to-genr is whropt and the -
tories must compeénsate for this with
rltnl}l.dm paddmz in the mouni-
ngs-and- cush-drive. The Hy-Vio chain is
Hsell o cushion, s there b e jerk 1o
compensale for and the combination
wirks solt s con Be, The thiotile i on the
light side for a Four, Allin all, one can slip
im0 motion i taific of blast away in the

wiide open spaces minus embarrassing
tarch, Giood,
Owr braking evaluation may bave suf-

fered some throush Kawasaki's gener-
insity. The press met the bikes at the saly
flats, then went tounng and had lime for
some hol Laps ot Fuji Speedway, the better
b know how well the KZ650 perfirms.
The siopping figures and lick of fade in

oiir. normal tes1 sequence arc eacellent,
Thing is. we know from time on the race
track that if & (st ridér meally phshes the
bike inte gvery corner, the front dise and
rear drum will both lose some of their
edge. Mot completely. but the Tast aver
the-road man may need Lo note that afier s
fgw stops it one “i." the bike will need o
hit |ess speed or b féew mone Teel o gel
alowed,

Ax i funstion or resalt of the shorr
wheelhase. andcr mivinrim braking with
the fromt wheel nght on the verge of
locking. | trsinsfer gets the rear wheel
light and the bike's wigs, To repeal,
this s aleo st full chat 1n daily use. the
brake leverages front and back ire nively
halumced, requining firmness but ot @
Grip of Steel.

Suspensaon i o matter of progress in
smill steps. The suspeasion dyno shows o
surprisingly low initial sel dr,z-E. in the
Y amala veit although (o as we know the
Kawasakl seals are normal material rather
fhan teilon, ing and spring rtey are
abowt what any big manufacturer would
fil, that 5, the ride i on the soft side while
il allowing fast ndmg or two people

aboprd, Mot both al onec. by the Way

With possenger or even with a heivy rider.
say Ipﬂrtb.ﬁf:r 50, the KZ650 can' be
scraped. Thivs throogh welght notspeed.
Dn;:: the truck mgu-st:n Em‘!'.‘:p-s oty J06-
th. man touched down every lap st one
tight hitirgn, The athers in (hie parry pever
seraped anywhere and the laps imes were
comparable. In any case, stiffening or i
higher ride height to muke sure no rider
would every touch would humper the ma-
chang in other, more tsanl crrcumsianees.
The actual valving and ol capacity. of
the shocks und forks are no betier than
they need 10 be. They da their job. The
ride s good and the handling is ulso good.
There could he more control and they
conld work hetter when hot. but that'san
arey about whach much enticism has been
amed with not much effect, so if you wish
1o lnke comictive seps. check with the
aftermarket folks. don't write 1w the fac-
Loy,
Besides, what you get from the faciory is
a enormaously ﬂlifﬂ_l;i roadster, Brisk
performance, good | es; smoaih nde
and ‘all that. The Keen part here s the lack
of weight. Fifteen'1b. less is a2 hot bess for a =
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maotorcvele. The overill design is supp
0 be ridden with spirit, The lack ol bulk
means it can be done. A shilt ol the body. o
flick of the bary and the KZ650 lays into
the oplimum cormerng ling sure as waler
runs downhsll. The fecling is that the
KZ650 s willing (o follow orders in spots
where a heavier machine would need 1o be
muscled inl eooperation. And the aame
fecling off control applies fo cily work,
which we all must cope wilh al times.
By means of comparson, the design
E::iﬂhm eome trus. The K263 has at
e good] (rond os stiily o frame os dies
the Suzuki GST50. The longer and heavier
GiS is more stable at top speeds, where
keepinz struighl is of pmme im e,
The K has 4 slight edge in the tight
stufl, any plice weight works against re-
sults, IT forced, we'd pive the smullest
posaible vote in favor of the overall han-
diing of the G5, mostly becatisg the swing-
ing arm and rear shocks feel as o they do
st that mach better work, Close, though,
close encugh 10 be o matier of where and
hiovw the rider does his stulf
Accommodations are, for the most part,
very pood. Thi seat iy flled with some
manner of bionic foam with mising-rale
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compression. iF there is such o word. The-
ory & the padding is soll initally and
becomes firmer as it's compressed. Fine
fden and that aspact of the KZ2650' suddle
makes it equal or better thas any other on
the market;

But o plance will show thin the 630
saddle is in owo distinet planes. This is an
old racing trck, or 4 cusiom wick. Two
clear guimy. First. the rider porton of the
seat s low, so riders of average herght or
less can put their feet on the ground with-
pui-strain. Second, the ridge where the first
hall rises l:. become ihe second half

wides a handy m;zpnu point. Keeps
-mwphmundﬂ I power, which is
why the ravers do it and not a bad thing o
have.

As a possible benefir i the nder's seat
curves exactly whare the cle's seut
corves, the step is i contour. Takes someof
the eders welght off what can truly be
descnibed as his botiom :

The lhaw i that when Kawasaki breaks
the seat level into two sieps, they are
telling the nder where o sit and whire no
1o sit. One influence is how il the oecus

nt is. Another is personal style. Some

efs #it bolt upright. some slouch into a

mtocriss curve with wno forward and
arms and hack beni. And some mh&ﬂ'ﬁl
=8

Road rademn will have trouble with the

K 2630 seat. You must be in one place of
the other and you can'sit in between Too
bad. Thome wha sit where Kawasiki ex-
E:uﬂm“m go [or hiours. Thise whio
another posture will be léss comfort-
able unless they et msed 1o their new
lowaition; an'i.n?u plave 10 betome dic-
wtonal, especially when in ull ather ways
the saddie itself is so good. Right, a guick
trip 1o the upholstery shop and you have a

onc-plane seat with bionic padding.
Other er elfits are first rate. The
short whee! the rider fiirly clone

te the bars, which m tum can be far upart,
high and reasonably narrow. In the case of
out testers, the grip angles were tine, the

ips were no Armer than everyihing clse
from the bag manufhcturers pnd even the
pressure from the throtile return spring
wiis Hght for a four-carh engine. The
switches are perfectly pormal und work
without notice, Except muybe for the
headlight switch, poticed bodause there i
one. Redreshing to have thal decision |efi
10 the rider

The fuel tank looks wider than it feels.
The rider pegs are an inch of so (0o far
forward for sports riding. evidently be-
cause there Wt extra psem on the bick
el sl sup befors e pascager’s

b e Hhe %
shook the mirrors at speed did Jess 1o the
pops. Eﬁﬁﬂhin’i to di with -mmmﬁ

no--a Passengens report

ride back there i fine, albeit one canniotl
lounge about, The engine has the suds to

ck two and whille the extra weight will
mucr the bike envugh w risk grounding, it
comey 3l cornering speeds sufficical
discnurage the aVETige PAsSENECT AnyWay
and we all know what happens when she
thinks you're poing 100 fsst, don’t we? Mo
sense worrying about dltimate comering
cléarunce with two up, thea.

"Im sum, Kowasaki has done more than
fill a gap in the market line-up. No matier
how you define i the K650 does offer
T30 performunce in i more sporting pack-
age and for a few loss bucks. The
kg the visusl appes] of its big brother und
becsuse the chassis iy an least equal o the
enging, the 650 has agility and & 5 ng
feel m'mpmi‘f b:uu—thpu::m

of the KZ1000.

Ome of the more painful cliches in the
testing business is where the won-
cludes with some (uous remark abowt
how we hate 10 give it back.

We wouldn't say a thing Bke that. In-
stead, we aren’t going 10 give it back. We
are negotiating with Kawusaki lhrrcmha
sion 1o keop the KZ650, The official reason
i 1o allow a 10.000-mile extended test;
how ¢lse can we evaluate this new model?

KZ650 becanse i's fun 1o

Lkgn&omh& thaugh, we m“ﬁe.li |

J



